
BUSINE,SSTHE FOCUS I 8

€

USDA grant to help Fresno State expand farming, education
Gabri€l Di l lard - STAFFWRITER the unique technical and economic food without pestic;des and syn-

challenges facing organic farmers. thetic fertilizers.
A goiernment grant should help Srom weed and pest control to re- "Many farmers believe in the al-

California State University, Fresno cordkeeping and marketing, it's a truistic mission, but it has to make
erapand its organic farming opera- different world than conventional economic sense," Srinivasan said.
tions beyond a small vegetable plot farming, he said. He added Fresno State's mission
andgreenhouse. "We want to train students to is to produce well-rounded siu

School off icials said a three- understand whet drganic farmers denrs, and not to forge opinioos'on
yea!, $25o,ooo grant from the U.S. neeal," Srinivasan said. I the organic versus conventionalyea!, $25o,ooo grant from the U.S. needl," Srinivasan sai-d. l the organic versus- conventierial
Department of Agriculture will go Fresno State currently operates questioD. "We dont want to be in-

, toward prepping students for jobs more than r,ooo acles offarmland, voived in the debate," he said, .,
in organic agl icuhure, which has but a o.8-acre Dlot northeast ofthe The Fresno State farm should
gro*n fr i im 

-a 
$r-bi l l ion industry Save Mart Center is the only land increase i ts organic acreage sub

in the U.S. in l99o to a $2o-bi l l ion that has been cerl i f ied organic. stantial ly in the next threeor four
powerhouse in zoo7. By comparison, California State . years, Srinivasan said. Upwards of

To meet the demands of the fast- University, Chic6 has 6o acres rif zo acres would be located next to

Sa,€rmas Pa.:*dee .nd Gan€.in Snhivdsan (fto lelo insp€ct |tert6 rt Frelno Statek oqadcally cedfi.d greenhorse. Ihe univeEity plans to
orgdic hn! op€nlioi. witfi a t250,000 goremment gnnt

est growirg segme[t of the food orgaDic land. U.C. Davis has zo the Campus Pointe deve]opment.
market, the College ofAgricultural acres and Cal PoIy San Luis Obispo The final number of acres slated
Sciences and Technology plans to maintains rr acres. The College of for organic cert i f icat ion should be
certify more organic acreage, of- the Sequoias in Visalia helps ruo decided by the end of the month,
fer more natuially.grown products an organic dairy. he said.
in its farm market and start a stu- Organic farming has b€en a pdint Workels recedtly started level-
dent i.rternship program with lo- of debate in agricultural circles. ing and grading for Campus Pointe.
cal organic trowers, said Gatresan Many say it is lothiDg but a mar- The development is slated to in-
Srinivasan, director of the univer- keting ploy for some farmers to clude r8o,ooo square feet of retail
sity's farm operations. make more money. But Srinivasan

Most of all. students should have said there is a fine line between
more opportunities to learn about profit and loss when farmers grow Organic | 15
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ar ld of f ice space,  a 2oo-room hotel ,
a r4-screen movie theater  and 360
uni ts of  mul t i_fami ly housing.

Addi t ional  acreage would be
locatgd next  to the exist ing Plot '
which was recent ly  cert i f ied or_
ganic.  I t  takes at  least  three years

without  pest ic ide aPPl icat ions
.nd lots of paperwo.k for lalld to

sain organic cert i f icat ion,  said

5aieemai Pasakdee,a soi l  sc ient is !

with the Cali fornia Agricultural
Technology Inst i tute at Fresno
state. This summer, the plot pro_
duced t imited amounts of organic
bel l  peppers, green beans and zuc-
chini that were sold at the school 's
farm market.

with expanded acreage, the farm
could plant addit ional vegetables
such ai broccol i ,  caul i f lower and
lettuce, Pasakdee said. In addit ion,
the grant would help maintain oP-
eration of the school 's organical ly
cert i f ied glfenhouse, wtt ich pro-
duces herbs and vegetable seed-
l ings currently avai labl€ for sale at
the farm malket. .1 ,

"This grant is invaluable to us,"
Pasakdee said. j j . ] ; :

Srinivasan saidpart ofthe init ia-
tive would involve educating stu-
dents on how to apply for organic
cert i f icat ion. This means main-
taining detai led recotds of what
inputs.are us€d to Srow crops.

This part ofthe business can of_
tenbe daunting. "Paperwork scares
some farmers," SriEivasan said.

The local chapter of Cali fornia
Certified Organlc Farmers is con-
tributidg $2,5oo towatd an intern-
ship progra'rd for students to work
with organic farmers. The USDA
grant wi l l  alsb help.e.ttat l ish the
program, Two students are expect-
ed to part icipate this ye{r.

The roots of FresDo State's or-
ganic planning 86 back to zoo+,
when the cert i f icat ion process be-
gan. Pasakdee taught the univer-
sity's first organic Plant science
class last spring with 20 students.
As part of the class, students
took a field trip to visit local or-
ganic farmers to learn about their

camsan s nivas:n sD€als rvith iludent allda E5pinoza and h€r hm y at th. hnn na*et .t Ff€sno
Stah. Espinoza, vrfto iht€6 near c.mpus, slpports Frcsno Slate erPanding'lts oryanic ofiering6.

in the scbool's student dining hall,
Srinivasan.said. ;
,Fresno Stfie health science stu-

dent Al ida Espinoza said her par-
ents were involved in the farmwork-
er movement." They experienced
first-hand how pesticides could
make farm laborers sick, she said.
Espinoza said she's glad to see ihe
university moving ilt the direction
oi organics. from. a personal and
consumel vlewpolnt,

"I live by lhe campus," Espinoza
said. "I would love to see Fresno
State gb organic."

Gabriel Dillard I Repoter canbe reached ai:
490.3457 or e-mail gabriel@thebusinessiournal.com

operat tons.-In 
addition to vocal demand

from students and customers

"Many farmers believe
in the altruistic mission,
but it has to make
economic sense,"

Ganesan Srinivasan,
Director of lniversity larm operations,
California State ljnivefsitv Fresno

at the farm rnarket, University
DiniDt Services has expressed in-
terest in servilg organic products


